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I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^ the mtemational application as originally filed 
I I the description: 



pages 
pages 



I I the claims: 
pages 



, filed with tiie letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

. » as amended (together with any statement imder Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



I I the drawings: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 
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the sequence listing part of the description: 



^, filed with the letter of 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as origuially filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following lan^e v^hich is: 

LJ the language ofa translation funrished for the pujposes of fatemational search (^^ 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

si jf^* ^ translation fUmished for the puiposes of international pieliminaiy examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

h P^tS^exliZoT^r^er^'^nrSL^^^^^^^^^^ ^ *^ «PP«-«on. the h^tional 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority m written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fom 

° JLSXptltiSiras^^^^^Sen^ed.^ ^ '^^<'^ ^ 

^nSS.*"* 5«fi>™»tion «coided in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/fig . 



have been considered to go 



^- □ i^^^^" established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70^(c)).** 

* fn^'ifsri^^^^^ - JPons' - r under Article 14 are referred to 

and 70.17), and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 

y^Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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m. Non-estabBshment of opinion ^tfa regani to novelty, inventive step and industri al applicability 

i2?S°^p.lSfelt\'=i?Se1iS^^ ^ an inventive step (to be non obvious), or^ 

□ the entire international application. 

IS claims Nos. 2-10 



I I said international application, or the said claims Nos 

^ relate to the followmg subject matter which does not req uire an international preliminary examination (spe^ 



D ^ ^nn^Xl^ *?^"P O^icate particular elements below) or said claims Nos 
• are so unclear that no meanmgful opinion could be formed (specif 



j — j the claims, or said claims Nos. 



by the description that no mean'mgtul opmion could be fonnedl 

no international search report has been established for said clauns Nos. 



are so inadequately supported 
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□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the siandaid 
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the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standaid. 
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1 . In response to flie invitation to restrict or pay additional fees tbe applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims, 
paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

1^ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ ^to^ill^a'^gSS'Sif^?^^^^^ 



I 3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of mvention In accordance with Rules 13.1. 13 2 and 13 3 is 
complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 

See supplemental sheet 
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all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos 



preliminaiy examination 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box IV) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Intern application No. 
PCT/JP 03/00566 



Supplemental Box 
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Continuation of: IV . 3 



In order for a group of inventions to fulfill the 
requirement of unity of invention, ^'special technical 
features" for linking the group of inventions so as to 
foinn a single general inventive concept must exist. 

The technical features set forth in claims 1-7 and 
10 cannot constitute ^^a special technical feature," 
because a prior art document, for example, JP 2002-15729 
A (Toshiba Corp.), 18 January 2002, paragraphs [0054]- 
[0062] , discloses a non-aqueous electrolytic secondary 
battery provided with a negative electrode having an Sn- 
Ni alloy-plated layer and a carbon film coating. 

In addition, the teclinical features set forth in 
claims 1-4, 7 and 10 cannot constitute "a special 
technical feature," because a prior art document, for 
example, JP 2001-256967 A (Mitsui Mining and Smelting 
Co., Ltd.), 21 September 2001, [claims] and [prior art], 
discloses a non-aqueous electrolytic secondary battery 
provided with a negative electrode having an Sn-Ni alloy- 
plated layer. 

Such being the case, there exist no ^'special 
technical features" in claims 1-7; therefore, there exist 
no "special technical features" in claims 8 and 9, which 
cite claims 1-7. Hence, it is recognized that the claims 
in the present application set forth 10 inventions that 
are divided into claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appIicabUity; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



Document 1 ; 
Document 2 ; 

Document 3 : 



JP 2002-15729 A (Toshiba Corp.) 

JP 2001-256967 A (Mitsui Mining & Smelting 

Co., Ltd.) 

JP 2001-243952 A (Toyota Central Research and 
Development Laboratories, Inc.) 



Claim 1 is not novel and does not involve an 
inventive step with respect to documents 1-3 cited in the 
international search report. 

Documents 1 and 2 teach about a negative electrode 
for a non- aqueous electrolytic secondary battery having an 
Sn-Ni alloy-plated layer, and document 3 teaches about a 
negative electrode for a lithium secondary battery having 
a layer that contains Li-Ti-O. 
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